Sunday, March 28, 2010
Dear 5th and 6th grade parents,

A reminder to students they should have completed drafts of their civil war biographies by Monday (Peter's class), and Tuesday (Becky's class). This should not be a surprise to your student, but rather a reminder.

Becky's class will have limited ELA class time this week due to the two field trips on Monday and Wednesday. We will make up one class period on Tuesday. Peter's class will have ELA on Monday, but not Wednesday. 

First draft:

Students are focusing on a complete idea with supporting details organized by categorized information in the 5 paragraph essay format they've been working on in class. Most students are organizing information into childhood, adulthood and  major accomplishment categories, though this is not required.

Revisions:

Students will read aloud and revise reports in class on Monday and Tuesday and as homework this week.

Revision focus areas (as discussed heavily in class):

1. Interesting lead to hook the reader

2. Check to be sure information is categorized into paragraphs

3. Transitions and explanations where needed to avoid the "so what" factor and improve fluency.

4. Conclusion that ties things together. Answer the questions: why is this figure important in civil war history? Why did you choose this figure to research?

5. Improving word choice and cutting wherever possible to avoid wordiness.

Final draft:

After revisions are made, students will write a final draft and edit for spelling, grammar and punctuation accuracy.

Editing focus areas:

1. Did I write in complete sentences?

2. Did I use proper capital letters and punctuation?

3. Did I vary my sentence beginnings?

4. Did I indent each paragraph the same?

5. Did I spell every word correctly - including correct homophones?

6. Re-read final draft aloud to be sure words are not missing or misused.

Final draft due Monday, April 5th (shoot for Friday Apr. 2nd) including bibliography.

Bibliography: 

Students are learning proper APA style formatting and are expected to follow the format they've been given and have worked on in class. Handouts were given and are available on the website as well. 

Please help your student throughout the week to be sure he/she stays on track.

Thank you,

Becky
