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5th & 6th Grade Social Studies

Tecumseh’s Dream


Tecumseh was a Shawnee Chief who lived along the Scioto River in Ohio. Born in 1768, Tecumseh was known as a passionate, but fair and leader who earned the respect of both Indians and European Americans alike. He is most remembered for his quest of trying to unite all Indian tribes to fight back against white invasion of Indian lands known as westward expansion.


The Shawnee became separated into smaller groups during the 17th century, but were trying to reunite when Tecumseh was growing up. The message of reunification is one that would guide Tecumseh into his later years, but on a much bigger scale.


After the American Revolution, the United States won claim to the land in Ohio where the Shawnee lived. According to a biography of Tecumseh, “In 1786 the Kentucky militia destroyed several Shawnee villages, including Tecumseh's. The tribe moved to the Maumee River, where they coordinated intertribal resistance to the white settlement of the Northwest” (Sugden, 2000).  During these days Tecumseh established himself as a brave warrior.


Tecumseh became determined that the only way to retain Indian lands was to unite all Indians against westward expansion. He traveled extensively throughout the Northwest, campaigning his cause to other Indians. He believed that all Indian land was shared and that no one tribe could give it away without discussing it with the others. Tecumseh was not the only Indian to support uniting the Indians, but Tecumseh’s spirit and exuberance separated him from the others.


During the War of 1812 Tecumseh and his following joined the British to retake the Ohio from the Americans. Tecumseh gained respect for his kind and fair treatment of prisoners. On October 5, 1812 Tecumseh was killed in battle.


Tecumseh is greatly known for his ability as a warrior and as a brave leader in battle. Additionally he is known as a fair leader and as the Indian that dedicated his life to the unification of the Indians in the face of American westward expansion.
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