
Seacoast Charter School


PTVO Monthly Meeting


DATE:
  November 10, 2009

ATTENDEES:
Rebecca Hallisey
Joan Tavares

Julie Wise 

Wendy Miller

Joanne Sullivan
Rhonda Bernstein




Diana Gray-Davies
Wendie Leweck
Sue Bielski




Julie Leader

Bill Wilmot

Renee King
CALL TO ORDER:
2:00 p.m.

I.
Welcome: Rebecca Hallisey and Joan Tavares, Co-Presidents

II. Secretary’s Report – Rhonda Bernstein
Minutes read silently. Section IX. c. remove the word ‘about’ to make the statement read ‘A concern was also raised as to why the children do not say the pledge of allegiance.’ Renee motioned to accept the October minutes as amended. Joanne seconded.  Approved.

III. Treasurer’s Report – Julie Wise

a. The SCS PTVO checking account has a balance as of today of $4,867.78.
b. No one signed up to form a Budget Committee. Discussion followed about how to disperse the money to the classrooms and music and art. As art has a supply fee, art may have little need. Greater needs exist in 7th grade start-up costs, and in funding an artist in residence program.
c. Action: Bill to meet with teachers and review where the needs are for this money.

d. Review again at December’s meeting. PTVO will not have any more fundraisers for the year. One in the fall will have to cover all expenses. 
e. Motion to accept Treasurer’s Report as submitted. Seconded. Unanimously approved.

IV. Bylaws 

In order to function under some bylaws, Wendy Miller motioned to provisionally accept the bylaws dated August 2009.  Wendie Leweck seconded. Motion passed.

V. Volunteerism – Rebecca

a. Reminder of all volunteers to sign in and out of the visitor log and record your volunteer hours in pursuit of the Blue Ribbon Award.

b. There is a need for a Welcome Packet. There had been a summer program to pair new families with an old family. Wendie Leweck with Renee King, Julie Leader and Sue Bielski volunteered to coordinate this effort

VI. Scholastic Book Fair – Rebecca on behalf of Sue Breton
a. Books are coming in this Friday, the 13th. Volunteers are needed all next week for 1 hour intervals during the day for class visits and for the following before and after school hours on Thursday:  8:00 – 9:00 a.m.; 2:30 – 3:30 p.m.; and 5:00 – 7:00 p.m. during parent workshop.

b.  Teachers will have the opportunity to pull books for a wish list. 

c. The school will receive an additional $75 for fair time outside of school hours. If Bill visits classrooms and promotes reading, the school will receive another $100. All of this money is turned into Scholastic books for the classrooms.
d. Renee asked if Scholastic will return in the spring for a buy one-get one free fair. This can be looked into.

VII. Box Tops / Sunny D – Julie Wise
a. The Sunny D program yielded 40 books for the 1st/2nd graders. Julie is disappointed with results but still collecting in hopes of getting 20 more books for the 7th grade.
b. Box Tops bulletin board is up in cafeteria for student names who bring in tops. $183 dollars have been collected. This money will be put directly into the general operating budget of the school.

VIII. New Business

a. Winter Concert - Rebecca
i. The Railroad Club may have railroad set up on cafeteria.

ii. Rebecca still looking for input to facilitate the flow of traffic through the school with refreshments. To date, having the classrooms open seems like the best.
b. Ski Club – Renee King
i. Pat’s Peak is an affordable option but the only lesson time available is 3:30. Kids would have to leave school at 2:00. Bill said no.
ii. Renee to coordinate with Leslie Arnold to present an after school ski program to Bill.
c. Meeting Day Issues – Bill Wilmot

The second Tuesday of the month no longer works to the PTVO meeting. Bill motioned to change the PTVO monthly meeting to the 3rd Tuesday of the month. Renee seconded. Motion passed.

IX. Open to Members
a. Renee asked if we are going to do the ‘labels for education’ program. Julie clarified that for this year we are doing the Box Tops program. Perhaps we can build up to a couple programs for next year.

X. Head of School Update – Bill Wilmot

a. Spanish Class offering will be extended to 3rd and 4th grades. It will be offered just on Monday after school, as 5th and 6th meets Tuesday and Thursday after school.

b. The school is consolidating emails to parents to just one weekly newsletter. Deadline for content submission is Wednesday.  You can send content to newsletter@seacoastcharter.org.
c. November 19, 5-7 p.m. is parent workshop on talking to kids about media safety.

d. Annual Appeal letter to families went in mail November 9. The financial goal for this letter is 100% participation to reach $15,000.  Renee asked about the school’s 501(c)3 status. Bill confirmed that as a quasi-governmental organization, we have tax exempt status. All donations are tax deductable. 
XI. ADJOURNMENT:
3:04 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Rhonda Bernstein, Secretary


Page 2 of 2

